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disregarded. The danger that the more obvious and trans-
parent, but taken ail in all the; lc«s important, forms of useful-
ness should force the more concealed, but in reality the more
solid, potentialities into the background, was in such conditions
not only menacing"* it was inevitable, In taking the animal
kingdom and primitive man for a model, and in the attempt to
prune back the outgrowths of civilization to this standard, a
deatroying hand was laid upon much that was the fruit of a more
or lens ascending development through countless myriads of
years."
Constructive judgment—which, as opposed to inher-
ency, is based upon the conformity of things—has created
universal ideas which belong to the greatest values of
civilization. Even if these ideas belong only to the dead,
yet threads still bind us to them, which, as Gomperz says,
have gained an almost unbreakable strength. He con-
tinues : " The inanimate thing can merit a claim to honour,
consideration, and even self-sacrificing devotion, in the
same way as the human dead; one need only mention
the statues, graves, and colours of the soldier. But,
though I do violence to myself and succeed in my efforts
to tear clown those threads, I will assuredly relapse into
brutality; for I suffer grave damage to all those feelings
that clothe the hard rock-bottom of naked reality as with
a rich covering of living bloom, Upon the high valuation
of this covering growth, upon the estimation of all that
one might call inherited values, depends every refinement,
every grace and delicacy of life, every cultivation of animal
instinct, as well as every enjoyment and pursuit of art—in
fact, all those things which the Cynics without scruple or
compassion would have striven to uproot. Certainly—
and one may readily concede this to them and their not
inconsiderable modern following—there is a limit beyond
which we may not suffer the sway of the principle of
association to extend, without ourselves being equally
guilty of that same folly and superstition which quite
certainly grew out of the unlimited sway of that principle/'

